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Break Ground for New Church al; Witihee
Fastor W. Clayton Nielsen, pasloi- of Nazareth Lutheran Church

at Withee, Wisconsin, passes the shovel to Lloyd Nerdrum, chairman
of the finance committee, during ground breaking ceremonies in Withee
Palm Sunday morning. The congregation will build its new church in
the area between the present church and the parish hall. Standing behind
Pastor Nielsen and Mr. Nerdrum is Alfred Frost, president of the con¬
gregation. At the extreme right is Arnold Basmusen, amember of the
building committee. The church choir is in the background.

Actual work began on the Monday after Palm Sunday, when
stumps were removed f rom the s i te wi th abul ldozer. Fur ther excava¬
tion was delayed by rain and snow during the week, but work was
expected to begin momentar i ly.

With members of the congregation and Sunday School gathered
around, and the robed choir in the background, Pastor Nielsen presided
at Sunday’s ceremonies following the church’s regular Palm Sunday
services. Pastor Nielsen turned three shovels of sod, followed by Arnold
Basmusen, amember of the building committee and representing its
chairman. Ole Ammentorp, who was ill; and by Alfred Frost, president
of the congregation.
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-Moif 3.5^ 1958
AMessage from the Presidents of the

W o r l d C o u n c i l o f C h u r c h e s

As representing the World Council of Churches we take occasion of this solemn
festival of Pentecost to send aChristian greeting to our member Churches throughout
all five continents and in the islands of the seas. Grace be to you all and peace, from
God the Father and from our Lord Jesus Christ.

We celebrate today the first Christian Pentecost, when the Spirit was poured out
upon all flesh —“Parthians and Medes and Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia,
Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts
of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes,
Cretans and Arabians.” (Acts 2:9-11)

They were all together in one place” and theThe Spirit is aSpirit of unity.
Spirit “rested upon each” (Acts 2:1-3). Let us then always pray that the spirit of unity
in faith may prevail amongst us, in accordance with the last prayer on earth of our
L o r d J e s u s C h r i s t .

“You shall receive power when the Holy Spirit
Weak-wil led as we are and lacking in resolve, the

The Spirit is aSpirit of power,
has come upon you” (Acts 1:8).
Gospel would be of little avail to us, if it merely instructed us how best to order
our lives and our societies, but did not provide the enablement to act accordingly. At
the first Pentecost men and women were lifted far above their ordinary selves, and in
their weakness were made strong to do and to endure many things for which the
Church still daily praises God.

He both bears witness Himself and inspires usThe Spirit is aSpirit of witness,
to Christian witness. Part of the promise of the first Pentecost was, “You shall be my
witnesses... .to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8). It was oh this day that the world
mission of the Church began. Concern for the work of Evangelism is anecessary
condition of its enjoying such blessings. Moreover, our witness must be “to all the
world” and “to every creature.” We must not stop short of “the ends of the earth.

Today then, let us not only commemorate that marvelous outpouring of the Spirit
-the first Pentecost long ago, but let us seek by God’s grace to recover the unity that

was then so manifest, the power that was enjoyed, and the zeal for world-wide evange¬
lism that then filled every heart. “And above all these” let us “put on love which
binds everything together in perfect harmony” (Col. 3:14). As we join in prayer to
this end, may God’s richest and most enabling blessing fall upon us.

o n

The Presidents of the World Council of Churches
Bishop Otto Dibelius,

Ber l in -Brandenburg, Germany
Metropolitan Mar Thoma Juhanon,

Ti ruvel la , Ind ia
Archbishop Michael ,

New York , New York

The Very Rev. John Baillie,
Edinburgh, Scotland

Bishop Sante Uberto Barbieri,
Buenos Aires, Argentina

Bishop G. K. A. Bell,
Canterbury, England

Bishop Henry Knox Sherrill,
N e w Yo r k , N e w Yo r k
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Church did not begin then. God had called His
People centuries before. The Son of God redeeming
God’s People, had chosen His community’s nucleus
some months before. So the Church was in embryo
until i ts true birth on Pentecost. Or as some would
prefer to say, until the Church was born and baptized
on that day. From that day on, the Church drew
its “breath” and was constantly “inspired” by the
divine Spirit, who, like the wind in Jesus’ analogy,
c o u l d b l o w w h e r e H e w i l l e d .

From that day on, men and women, who like all
creatures had been “born of the flesh,” were enabled
by God to be “born of the Spirit.” It was the Spirit
who enabled persons to speak the Gospel of Christ,
and He again gave power to the hearers and converts
to make that all-important confession of faith, “Jesus
is Lord.” The Spirit incorporated the believers into
Christ’s continuing life through the act of Baptism.
Unto them the Spiirt gave His gifts for their personal
wellbeing and for the upbuilding of their communal
life. Henceforth the “fruit” of the Spirit’s work
discerned in the love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control of
the lives of Christian people.

The Spirit constantly helped them in their weak¬
nesses; and when they struggled to find the elusive
word of prayer. He already was interceding for them.
To those who had been divided from one another, as
natural men are, the Spirit gave anew unity to be
maintained in the bond of peace. To those who had
been without hope and without God in the world, the
Spirit granted ahope for the fulfillment of righteous¬
ness in Christ’s Kingdom. And the life-giving Spirit,
by whose power Jesus Himself had been raised from
the death, exerted the same power to give eternal
l i f e t o a l l w h o b e l i e v e d .

As aspecial day of celebration and worship, Pente¬
cost has been exceeded only b}'^ Easter in the esteem
and practice of the majority of Christians through the
centuries. This is apreference which is readily under¬
stood when we read of the work of the Holy Spirit
in the New Testament and reflect upon the indispensa¬
bility of His presence in the Church today. It is only
by the Spirit’s power that the Gospel is preached and
believed. Only when He is present and effective in
acongregation of Christians does the true and distinc¬
tive life of the Church become manifest through the
scaffolding of ecclesiastical organization and the orna¬
mentation of much so-called “rel igious activity.”
Through the inner testimony of the Holy Spirit in
our hearts and minds do the words of the Holy Bible
become not only passages of literary beauty and

Page 3
o w n

Pentecost and the

Church’s Present Task

J . R o b e r t N e l s o n

w a s

^TWAS NINE o’clock on the morning of the
festival day of Pentecost, and people sus¬
pected Jesus’ disciples of being drunk. What
else but inebriation could explain the strange

behavior of the men who lately had followed the
crucified rabbi? Having lost their leader, they were
drowning their sorrows in new wine! Thus they
babbled like men possessed of spirits.

Not evil spirits, nor alcoholic spirits, but the Holy
Sp i r i t o f A lm igh ty God ! So tes t i fied S t . Pe te r, as
he responded to the crowd’s mockery. The long-
remembered prediction of the prophet Joel, known
to all Peter’s hearers, was at last being fulfilled. The
more recent prediction, known only to the disciples
for two months, since Jesus had promised that God
would send the Holy Spirit, was likewise being realized
before their eyes. So also in the tongues of flame
about the disciples’ heads was fulfil led the word of
John the Bapt is t , who had dec la red tha t the One
coming after him would baptize in Spirit and fire.
So a lso the d ispers ion and est rangement o f s in fu l
men, one from another and all from God, as retold
from generation to generation in the story of the
Tower of Babel and the confusion of languages, was
now on Pentecost in Jerusalem brought to an end
by the Christian Galileans who spoke the tongues of
“every nat ion under heaven. ”

On this decisive day, long anticipated and always
remembered, there came to dwell with men the Spirit
of the living God. He was the very Spirit who had
brooded over the chaos at creation, who had spoken
by the prophets, who had empowered Jesus the Christ
to live His unique and redemptive life. Henceforth
m a n k i n d c o u l d n e v e r b e t h e s a m e a s b e f o r e . T h e
task of the disciples, and of all Christian people in
succeeding ages^ was to tell other men and women
why this day of Pentecost was an irrevocable turn¬
ing point in man’s history.

Pentecost is often observed as the “birthday” of
the Church. This is only partly true to say. The

E d i t o r ’ s N o t e : T h e R e v. D r . J . R o b e r t N e l s o n a s s u m e d
his dut ies as dean of the Vanderbi l t Divini ty School
last September. *At 37 he is one of the youngest deans
i n t h e n a t i o n . F r o m 1 9 5 2 t o 1 9 5 7 h e w a s o n t h e
Geneva, Swi tzer land, s ta f f o f the Wor ld Counc i l o f
Churches as secretary of the Faith and Order Com¬
m i s s i o n . A M e t h o d i s t m i n i s t e r w h o h a s s e r v e d a s
World War II Marine Corps chaplain in the Far East
a n d a s a d i r e c t o r o f M e t h o d i s t s t u d e n t w o r k o n t h r e e
university campuses, he was educated at De Pauw, ^
Ya le D i v i n i t y Schoo l , and the Un i ve rs i t y o f Zu r i ch
(Doctor o f Theology) .
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power for advance in its mission,
martyr Ignatius declared of Him;

“It is He which giveth eloquence and utterance
in preaching the Gospel; it is He which openeth
the mouth to declare the mighty works of God;
it is He which engendereth aburning zeal
towards God’s Word, and giveth all men a
tongue, yea, afiery tongue, so that they may
boldly and cheerfully profess the truth in the
f a c e o f t h e w h o l e w o r l d . ”

counsels of moral guidance, but assurance of peponal
salvation based upon God’s power and love. Without
the Holy Spirit the Church dies. Without the Spirit
in the Church, our individual lives fall away from
the sustaining grace of God.

In view of the eminence of the Holy Spirit of God
and the inestimable import of His having been given
to the Church at Pentecost in the year of Jesus’
crucifixion and resurrection, it is difficult to under¬
stand why Christian churches have allowed the day
to fall into misuse or disuse. In many European
countries today, the week end of Whhsun or Pente¬
cost, coming at the end of spring, is atime for outings,
excursions and festivities which conceal its religious
meaning. In numerous Protestant churches of Amer¬
ica the day of the Spirit’s coming has been ignored
almost completely, perhaps because of the false notion
that it is a“Roman” celebration. And this is all the
less comprehensible when one notes that the churches
which pay little attention to Pentecost are often the

which lay greatest claim to the “freedom

The Spirit’s work, and hence the importance of
Pentecost, are seen, secondly, in the movement for
the renewal of the Church’s l ife in every congrega¬
tion. He is the life-giver, not only to the individual
but to the community of the faithful. It is God’s
will that each Christian church should show forth the
life of abundance and mutuality which He has con¬
ceived to be proper for men and women. Every little
“colony of Heaven,” whether agreat city parish or
atiny fellowship of villagers, needs constantly to be
shedding the aspects of anatural, self-centered, com¬
petitive society and manifesting corporately the life
of love. Renewal in worship, mutual service, educa¬
tion and joyful association comes about through the
participation of all members, men and'women, children
and youth, laity and officers and clergy.

For all the varieties of functions and services in
each church there are members with special gifts;
and these have to be employed in the upbuilding of
the church as acommunity. But whence come these
gif ts?
the Holy Spirit. All the necessary talents for the
growth and renewal of the Church, wrote St. Paul,
“are inspired by one and the same Spirit, who appor¬
tions to each one individually as He wills.” (I Cor.

v e r y o n e s
of the Spirit.”

Special days like Easter and Pentecost are im¬
portant to Christians only insofar as they call to
remembrance each year the mighty acts by which
God, the Father of all men, has given them hope
of new life on earth and eternal life beyond it. There¬
fore it is right and fitting that the World Council of
Churches, speaking through its presidents, should call
all churches and all Christians to amore thoughtful
and worshipful observance of the day which com¬
memorates the coming of the life-bearing Spirit to
the infant Church in Jerusalem. It is right and fitting
just because the World Council is an organization com¬
mitted entirely to the cause of the mission, renewal
and unity of the Church in every part of the world.
And to this three-fold cause the work of the Holy
Spirit is essential.

In this day of world-wide revolution, upheaval,-
uncertainty, fear and strife, we Christians are quickly
learning that the mission of the Church is far more
than the vocational concern of people called mission-

The persuasive and unrelenting proclamation
of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and the extension of
the worshipping fellowship of the Church, are clearly
the business of every sincere Christian. It is no
exaggeration to declare that the ultimate peace of
this threatened human race may depend upon the
effectiveness of the Christian mission. Likewise it

that the irresponsibility of one Christian or

Not from some natural aptitude, but from

12:11).
The remembrance of the coming of the Spirit at

Pentecost points, thirdly, to the unity of the Church.
It was the Spirit Himself who seized the disciples
and other followers of Jesus Christ and made them
subordinate all other family and social loyalties to
their participation in the life of the Church,
it was to only one Church which they were committed,
because they could acknowledge the existence of only
one Church of Jesus Christ. “For by one Spirit,”
continued St. Paul, “we were all baptized into one
body. ”

A n d

a r i e s .

In the present century, more than in any previous
we Christians are striving to overcome the divisiveo n e ,

barriers of denomination, rage and class which prevent
the oneness of the Church f rom being exper ienced

In truth, the effectiveness of the Church’s

I S s u r e

of one congregation may have an abiding and detri¬
mental effect upon particular persons who might other¬
wise have heard and believed the Word of salvation.

a n d s e e n ,
mission and the churches’ renewal today are largely

(Con t i nued on Page 14 )
With the rapid increase of the earth’s population

at the rate of nearly 30 millions ayear, we Christians
of the world are adiminishing minority. With com¬
munism on the march, ancient Asian rel ig ions sur¬
ging ahead, and the disease of Western secularism
spreading like an epidemic, the Church has opposing
it today amassed enemy of staggering power. Cer¬
tainly the lines of Christians would crumble and fall
into retreat except for one thing: the continuing pres¬
ence since Pentecost of the Spirit of God. In this
hour of fierce testing, the Holy Spirit gives the Church
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Something May Be Brewing. This Is
T h e S e a s o n . W e R e f e r Y o u T o

Grandmother’s Salt Shakers
S A R A L I C E P E T E R S E N

Luck, Wisconsin

tance with Danish hymns, should select hymns which
would be particularly expressiye of the Danish Lu-

N M Y C U P B O A R D w i t h t h e “ b e s t ” d i s h e s a r e

I three nondescript, much used old salt shakers.
To no one else would they be atreasure, but for theran viewpoint, especially in areas of thought not

me they call to mind many apleasant memory of already filled to overflowing with excellent German
my grandmother’s kitchen where they sat on the and English hymns. Secondly, the melody chosen
long table with the worn oil cloth cover.should be the best to express the mood and to form

Sppinp them Tsee also the little ffrav rocker bv t h o u g h t o f t h e h y m n , u s i n g, . J 11/^ >j j● ^ ^■r, 1^if possible aDanish tune, or one commonly used in
the window and Gramma darning or paring apples,alternate melodies could also be given, as

can taste the refreshingly cold iron-flavored water ^h a v e o n e e y e
from the old porch pump; Ican smell the spice, brownDenmark. If they have long sincesugar, bread smell of the pan ry, and pull once again ^s e r i o u s l y a n don the big linen roller towel in the washroom, the ● p^amine ours theirs and alternatiws —towel that was especially Grandpa’s. All these joined ‘’Jt r a i n e d
onto and were part of the kitchen with its high oven .° ,. . ,,.mi ●● x -, , ^ , a m m u s i c i a n s w i t h n o s e n t i m e n t a l b i a s . T h i r d l y , e x i s t i n glong legged gas stove and the old wood range where .„„nslations mustnotbetakenforgrantedMuchthe dishes were washed, and all these are no more translations mustnotbetaKentorgranted.iViucn
G x c e n t i n t h e t h r e e o l d s a l t s h a k e r s B u t i f i t w e r epo slle for miow to go to tott beloved house and f^ i' ‘in/’“I"’"’"f, ... ,, , ® „ T m S . D . R o d h o l m a n d o t h e r s . B u t t h e f a c t r e m a i n sto choose agift there to give to my children, Iwould ru .. ■c' ti. ^ ..u ■ iu..m i .U®f.1, 1 -f 1, u- T. 1T rsra’m th^t Euglish W3S uot thcir mother tongue.T h e r enever choose the kitchen salt shakers. Icould never . ° n j a . j ° i - a - t a■ ■ 1 a 1 Tlu I S s c a r c e l y o n e t h a t d o e s n o t n e e d s o m e e d i t i n g . I fgive their value to anyone else. Iwould choose . .. ua - n i . a r®au- f-a ● a-V, ● 1 ...m ’ 1 w e W a n t t o g i v e t h e b e s t , w e w i l l h a v e t o s e e k o u tsomething for its own intrinsic value, an old silver ... .au a-n i-i iu a j

1a u ij u● « / - I ) c r i t i c i s m t h a t w i l l v e r y l i k e l y b e r e s e n t e d , a s w epiece, achina plate or perhaps an old chair Gram , , , a a : a u a i a - ■■ul uaa ■ ^ s v e g r o w p t o l o v e m o s t o f t h e t r a n s l a t i o n s i n s p i t emight have put away out in the wash house because j. Yju● -n u j i i
1, ^ o f a w k w a r d p h r a s i n g o r i l l c h o s e n w o r d s h e r e a n d

1i^e erepair. t h e r e . O n c e t h e t h e o l o g i a n s a n d t h e m u s i c i a n s h a v e
Our liturgy committee IS proposing to put together suggested alist, all translations from all sources

asupplement of our hymns to be ready when we should be gathered up and compared with each other
come, as we eventually will, to use the new Lutheran the original. New translations should be
hymnal. What is the motivation for such aproject? encouraged where the thought of the Danish has been
Do we merely want asentimental keepsake which, obscured, or awkwardly expressed,like my salt shakers, will bring pleasant memories auxi- jti 1 1 ^ 1 ^
of the past? Or do we want to choose from the old this sounds like agreat deal of work, but what
house of our church agift from ourselves and our p o p u l a r f a v o r -
past that will be treasured by our children and our from the hyrnnal? Of the proposed list sentfriends? c o m m i t t e e , t h r e e o f G r u n d t v i g s a r e h i s

Dan i sh ve r s i on o f Eng l i sh hymns t r ans l a ted back
again into English, one is Ingemann’s version of a
Pslam, which after its translation into English would
hardly be recognized by the Psalmist. Do we not
need to choose more carefully? Or turn to Grundt-
vig’s and Ingemann’s sources and find there the
thought that v/as their inspiration? There will be
music ed i t ions o f our present hymnal ava i lab le for
o rgan i s t s f o r as l ong as we w i l l wan t t hem. I f a
supp lement o f ex is i t i ng hymns i s wanted le t each
c o n g r e g a t i o n h a v e i t s l o c a l p r i n t e r r u n o f f a f e w
copies of favori tes to use when the t ime comes to
g e t n e w h y m n a l s . I t w o u l d s e e m f o o l i s h f o r t h e
liturgy committee to spend its time doing this. But
if we want asupplement to be agift to the future,
search out the real treasures —edit them, translate
them, turn out something equal in quality and taste
to the new hymnal! The old Danish books with all
the hymn tunes are so full of beautiful hymns that
Isuspect our present hymnal had arather haphazard.

Is not this our opportunity, possibly our last, and
also our obligation, to re-examine the whole body of
Danish hymns? Our choice should not merely skim
favorites from our present hymnal, but should go
back to originals while we still have leaders who can
r e a d t h e m . We h a v e r e s t e d m o r e o r l e s s c o n t e n t w i t h
existing translations, the prevalent attitude being
“they are much better in Danish, but then you just
can’ t say i t in Engl ish,
fi rs t hundred hymns in the new hymna l a re “Sa id
i n E n g l i s h , ” f r o m L a t i n , G e r m a n , D a n i s h , G r e e k ,
etc. English is no less adequate for expressing man’s
thoughts and ideas—and beautiful ly—than is Danish.

This is atime for some very serious thought in
the way of choice, and an increasingly limited number
are qualified in theology and knowledge of Danish
hymns to do the choosing. The committee on liturgy
might set up criteria such as the following: Firstly
the theologians i. e. those who have abroad acquain-

A l m o s t t w o - t h i r d s o f t h e
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Topsy-l ike development. Out of 463 hymns l isted in
our hymnal, not counting the twice translated ones,
there are less than 150 actual Danish hymns. Even
this number includes several written in this country
by pastors from Denmark, not all of whom rank with
the great Danish poets. To get the best from the
treasury of Danish hymns it would seem obvious that
we choose f rom a la rge r sou rce than ou r p resen t
hymnal. If the hymn comes from our background
a n d h a s a t h o u g h t a n d a t u n e w h i c h c a n e n r i c h
American hymnody i t wi l l be aval id choice even i f
the majority of our people have never sung it. Many
of us have never had the opportunity to be inspired
and moved by more than afew of the many hymns
that were known to those who worshipped in Danish.
Ihave read through much of the music in the big old
hymnals, and Iwould welcome the opportunity to
sing many more of them.

Nobody is going to get my salt shakers for agift.
Nor is anyone going to take my memories from me
e v e n i f I w e r e t o l o s e t h e t h r e e o l d s a l t s h a k e r s .
Those who know and love certain hymns will always
do so, no matter what their hymnbook. But the new
hymnal has not been put together on the basis of
sentiment or of popular choice; there are some brand
new hymns in it, and many ahymn appears with a
melody never before associated with it, or appears
again with its old original melody which vagaries
of song fashion have thrown into d isuse. L ikewise
our supplement should be selected most thoughtfully.

We have owed i t to ourselves for along t ime to
make the best in Danish hymns avai lab le for use;
we owe it to ourselves, and we owe it to the Lutheran
C h u r c h i n A m e r i c a .

T I D I N G S May 20,1958

MoutticUn Heuiiited
“ H i m W h o W o u l d B o r r o w ”

(Sermon on the Mount as Translated in RSV)
X I V

Time was in Anterican life when good neighbors
sometimes borrowed from each other. Fresh eggs were
delivered from the country —but only when the
farmer came to town. Supermarkets in some com¬
munities are open now around the clock, but grocery
stores observed nature’s alternation of toil and repose.
If therefore Mrs. Brown was baking acake and found
that she was short one egg, acup of flour, or atable¬
spoon of lard, she did not hesitate to send her son to
M r s . W h i t e ’ s b a c k d o o r w i t h t h e i n f o r m a t i o n t h a t
h i s m o t h e r w i s h e d t o b o r r o w .

W h e n M r s . B r o w n r e t u r n e d t h e b o r r o w e d i t e m s
(usually giving alarger measure than she got), that
was an opportuni ty for aleisurely chat. L i fe is now
too complicated for that. In cities many women do
not know their neighbors —and who would borrow
from astranger? Besides, who now could run out of
eggs, flour or lard? All the elements needed for mak¬
ing acake are in the mix when you buy it!

Borrowing was awholesome custom. I t was ev i¬
dence that no one can live wholly to himself, an out¬
ward and visible sign of our human interdependence.
J e s u s s a i d : “ d o n o t r e f u s e h i m w h o w o u l d b o r r o w
from you” (Matthew 5:42b). The King James Version
here says: “from him that would borrow of thee turn
not thou away.” This is aliteral rendering of the
Greek, but the English phrase is apt to convey akind
of supercilious rejection of the proffered request. The
Revised Standard Version suggests that we ought not
even to formulate reasons why it should be rejected.

When life was more simple, it didn’t greatly mat¬
t e r w h e t h e r M r s . B r o w n r e m e m b e r e d t o r e t u r n t h e
borrowed sugar. When she baked, she would some¬
times send aloaf of bread over to Mrs. White, just out
of the goodness of her heart. Nobody ever thought of
calculating precisely how many grains of sugar one
housewife owed the other. This accorded, too, with
the att i tude of our Lord as Luke pictures i t (6:35):
“do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return.”

J . C a r t e r S w a i m .

S E R V I N G

The sweetest lives are those to duty wed.
Whose deeds, both great and small.

Are close-knit strands of unbroken thread.
W h e r e l o v e e n n o b l e s a l l .

The world may sound no trumpets, ring no bells;
The book of l ife the shining record tells.
Thy love shall chant its own beatitudes.
A f t e r i t s o w n l i f e w o r k i n g . A c h i l d ’ s k i s s
Set on thy sighing lips shall make thee glad.
Asick man helped by thee shall make thee strong.
Thou shalt be served thyself by every sense
O f s e r v i c e w h i c h t h o u r e n d e r e s t .

T h a n k s
El izabeth Bar re t t Browning.

O n t h e 11 t h o f A p r i l w e c e l e b r a t e d o u r S i l v e r
Wedding Anniversary. So many of you friends from
the Synod remembered us with greetings of one kind
or another that we must take this means of expressing
our gratitude to all of you. Our people here in Solvang
helped to make it an unforgettable day and your greet¬
ings made us mindful again of the rich fellowship we
share through the church. May God’s blessing con¬
tinue to rest upon this fellowship!

C H U R C H

Areading church is an informed church;
An informed church is an interested church;
An interested church is an acting church;
An acting church is aserving church;
A s e r v i n g c h u r c h i s a C h r i s t i a n c h u r c h .

(In Alden, Minn., Bulletin.)
Ragnhild and Ejnar Farstrup.

Solvang, California.
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at least unt i l after Christmas, 1957. Meanwhile, he
writes, “I was approached from two sources, neither
of them Lutheran. The Episcopalian feeler seemed a
poss ib i l i t y. S ix months as adeacon and Iwou ld be
a fu l l - fledged min is te r in the church Iwas bap t i zed
and confirmed in.” The other possibility was aRoman
Catholic approach which Anderson did not take ser¬
iously. As a32nd degree Mason, how could he? How¬
ever, this is the one which materialized in the course
of t ime. An appeal to the New York synod of the
U L C A f o r a c h u r c h i n t h e N e w Y o r k a r e a s o h e c o u l d

go to Columbia U., brought only one impossible offer.
Then followed aclose acquaintanceship with aRoman
Catholic priest, and aperiod of discussions lasting six
months. On January 12, 1958, he was received into
the Roman church. After this decision had been made,
an o ffe r came f rom the A lbany par ish where in he
lived for him to become organist in his own church,
(at asalary schedule which was an improvement over
his previous experiences as aLutheran minister). He
writes, “I have been there since and have no regrets.
I a m s t i l l w o r k i n g i n a r e l i g i o u s fi e l d a n d h a v e n ’ t
had to go out in the cold and start with something
e l s e

founded by Christ ,
usual case, and whi le these facts speak for them¬
selves, there seems still to be some call for our opinion
and comment. I t is surpr is ing, for example, to find
Einar Anderson referring to the Roman church as the
“Church founded by Christ.” We are certain he must
have felt the same way about his AELC when he was
a L u t h e r a n p a s t o r . I t i s a f u n d a m e n t a l P r o t e s t a n t
concept that our churches mark acloser return to the
kind of fel lowship Christ establ ished than has been
present in the Roman church for centuries. We are
confident that in due t ime, our fr iend Anderson wil l
d i s c o v e r t h i s a n d r e t u r n t o P r o t e s t a n t i s m . H i s d i s ¬
sa t i s fac t i on w i th ou r new cons t i t u t i on i s unders tandab le
and forgivable, but it seems inconceivable to us that
ayoung man of his temperament, scholasticism, and
rebel instinct wil l not find even more serious points
of disagreement in the Roman church. The sleepless
nights he spent in advance pondering his recent serious
step will be matched by more sleepless nights in the
future, we may be sure. Final ly, our synod has no
choice but to respond in asympathetic, though im¬
mensely saddened, manner to the picture df one of
our young men caught in the coils of conflicting in¬
te l lec tua l and emot iona l and persona l urges which
have u l t ima te ly reac ted on h i s fa i th . Th is k ind o f
occurance is often sensational ized by apubl ic press
which never succeeds in reaching deeply enough to
discover the interior facts lying beneath the surface
event. The synod can only pause and pray God for
mo re l i g h t o n t o d a y ’s b e w i l d e r i n g a n d p e r p l e x i n g
happenings, for all His children.

OP IN ION
A N D

COMMENT
AWELL-KNOWN entertainer on one of the net¬

works usually announces his future programs thus:
“be the good Lord willin’.” This has always appeared
to us to be nothing more than abanality, and not real

and humility. But the phrase has hung over
for the past twenty-four hours since we learned

of the shocking death of Ronald Hansen, senior semi¬
nary student scheduled for ordination in afew weeks.
Ronnie leaves two very small children and ayoung
wife, Ethel, daughter of Pastor and Mrs. Svend Kjaer.
He was sick for some six weeks of amysterious malady
for which the chief symptom was high fever, and

the world-famous clinic at Rochester, Minnesota,

r e v e r e n c e

u s

e v e n

was unable to help him. As this is being written, no
conclusive diagnosis has been decided upon, and pos¬
sibilities range from blood cancer to Rocky Mojuntain
fever. Ronnie’s fellow students at the college and the
seminary in Des Moines and his instructors had had
great hopes for the future career of the young man; he
and his. family seemed so admirably suited to doing
good work in our church. He had accepted acall from
our congregation in Hartford, Connecticut, where busy
members are now building anew church. His fine
personableness, his evangelistic message and intensity
of purpose, and his youthful vigor all were needed in
the field of his choice, and in our synod as awhole.
And now his death comes as an insistent reminder
of the frailty of human design, of the mystery of God’s
ways, and of the fact that the work of the Kingdom
must always be conducted and adjusted against the
background of eternity. The best laid plans of mice
and of men are prefixed by the humble declaration: “Be
the good Lord willin’.” May the good Lord through this
experience somehow enrich the spirits of Ronnie Han¬
sen’s family, in Des Moines, and in his home in New
York, and may the people of opr synod who share
their grief gain adeepened understanding of the great
purposes of God which are superimposed upon the
day by day events so close to us.

Ihave only returned to the one Church
S u c h a r e t h e f a c t s i n t h i s u n -

THE SYNOD HAS lost still another young man in
the recent defection of former pastor Einar Anderson
t o t h e R o m a n C a t h o l i c c h u r c h . T h e r e s e e m s l i t t l e
point in publicizing this event further. However,
we have had some correspondence from both within
and outside the synod, asking for further information.
In addition, we have had avery long (several thousand
w o r d s ) e x p l a n a t i o n f r o m E i n a r A n d e r s o n h i m s e l f ,
a n d a n o f f e r t o s t a t e h i s c a s e i n a n a r t i c l e i n L U T H E R ¬

AN T ID INGS. The a r t i c l e seems ha rd l y necessa ry
since we feel perfectly at liberty to state the facts
baldly and to quote from his letter where helpful.
Ayear ago Einar Anderson was convinced that his
work at our Troy, N. Y., congregation was finished.
He resigned from this position and rather hoped for
acall from another AELC congregation, but none
came. On atemporary basis he agreed to serve Troy

A S N O T E D I N T H E p a s t i s s u e o f L U T H E R A N
TIDINGS, the May 5edition was edited by one of
the members of the WMS, Mrs. Axel Kildegaard, on
the occasion of the 50th anniversary of that organiza¬
tion. Here we present her our public thanks for this
little respite from the editorial chair —our first vaca¬
tion in five years. We used the time off wisely. We
attended the April Pastors’ Institute, which is now

( C o n t i n u e d o n P a g e 1 0 )
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Youth Week, 1959

PaqlfUf youth In 1959, the 25th anniversary of the United Chris¬
t i a n Y o u t h M o v e m e n t w i l l b e c e l e b r a t e d . W i t h t h i s

in mind, we are encouraged to place an even stronger
●emphasis on Youth Week observances. It may seem

strange to start so early, but planning ahead is always
agood pol icy.

Youth Week packets will be available June 1, 1958.
Summer camps and conventions are agood time to
discuss and introduce these plans. Al l of you who
are interested in obtaining these materials may write
to me and Iwill order them as soon as possible.

Youth Week will be January 26 to February 2,
1959. Make plans now for observing it!

’American Evangelical Lutheran
* Youth Fellowship

E D I T O R : E V E B E m C N B E I S E N

1100 Boyd,
D e s M o i n e s 1 6 , I o w a

!
i i i

A t l a n t i c D i s t r i c t C o n v e n t i o n

St. Stephen’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
76 Pleasant Avenue, Edison, New Jersey

Friday, May 30
7:00- 9:00 p. m.—Registration, assignment to homes

Saturday, May 31
9:00- 9:30 a. m.—Registration continued
9:30- 9:45 a. m.—Devotions, Viggo Hansen, Bridge¬

port.
1 0 : 0 0 - 1 2 : 0 0 N o o n — D i n n e r .
2:00- 5:00 p. m.—Sports, Roosevelt Park
5:00- 6:30 p. m.—Picnic, Church grounds
8:00- 9:00 p. m.—Entertainment by individual groups
9:00-12:00 p. m.—Dancing

Over the Typewriter
A s I s i t h e r e e d i t i n g t h e c o p y f o r t h i s i s s u e ,

Icannot help but feel two things. First, agreat
loss, and secondly, afirm desire to find some meaning
i n t h a t l o s s .

Afellow student of mine and ayoung man well
known to many of you has passed away. Ronald Han¬
sen, asenior at the seminary, was laid to rest yester¬
day. The funeral service was filled with sadness but
there were thoughts expressed there which are too
precious to keep locked in one’s heart.

Entertainment and dancing wi l l be
held in the Women’s Club Building,
Seventh St. and Amboy Ave., Edison
Sunday, June 1

11:15 a. m.—Church service with Holy Commun- . -● tt ■ i
Sermon by Rev. Ted Thuesen, served some of you who read this. He might have

challenged some of you as he did his fellow students.
But his ministry was shortened, and now we must
determine God’s purpose for us.

God is great and good, and chooses that some have
a d i f f e r e n t m i n i s t r y t h a n o t h e r s . R o n w o u l d h a v e

i o n .

N e w a r k , C o m m u n i o n b y R e v. K .
Kirkegaard-Jensen, Edison

12:30 p. m.—Dinner.
2:00- 3:00 p. m.—Guest speaker. Rev. Ove Nielsen

3:00 p. m.—Coffee and cake.
H i s fi r m f a i t h t o u c h e d a l l w h o k n e w h i m . H i s

desire was unbounded and his work untiring. He loved
God and showed it by his actions with us. You and I
who have been touched by his work know that he
wants us to fight the good fight of fai th.

Our lives are but apassing instant in eternity.
B u t t h a t e a r t h l y l i f e c a n b e f u l l a n d w o r t h w h i l e ,
even though shor t . In th is l i fe , we can reach and
t o u c h a n d a c t . R o n d i d . H i s f a i t h d r o v e h i m t o
bring those he knew to abetter understanding of
what Luther meant when he said that good works will
f o l l o w a fi r m f a i t h .

Reservations should be sent to Miss Priscilla Mac-
Kay, 230 First Ave., Metuchen, N. J., Tel. LI 8-2297.
Total cost is $6.00, $3.00 of which should have been
paid by May 10. Ashort skit should be ready for
Saturday evening. Bring aspirit of sharing and fel¬
lowship.

A E L Y F D o i n ’ s

Tyler, Minnesota: The group here served breakfast
to the newly confirmed on April 27. Sausages and
aebleskiver filled their stomachs while the beautiful 'we find agap to fill. But the memory of his actions
decorations filled their eyes. About 60 of us traveled can strengthen us in our own actions. His kind words,
to South Dakota State College to see their production his firm handshakes... .these things are gone. But
of “Oklahoma.” h i s c h a l l e n g e t o b u i l d a s t r o n g e r f a i t h a n d a b e t t e r

l i f e l i v e s o n .

For we young people who have lost acompanion.

Lake Michigan District: The dates and location of
the Lake Michigan Summer Camp are now public:
July 31 to July 27. It will be held at Ford Lincoln and knew that it was true. Christ is helping us in
Camp about 25 miles north of Greenville, Michigan, our lives as we search for meaning and aplace in
Plan now to attend! t h e c o m p l e x p i c t u r e c a l l e d l i f e . C h r i s t i s o u r s t r e n g t h

Salinas, California: Acar-wash project netted over our salvation. He will guide us as we go our way.
$31, four colds, eight sore throats, several back aches,
and many fine minutes of fellowship in the water. Nysted, Nebraska, to serve achurch there. Ihope to
Oh, yes, several cars were washed, too. Aproposed become better acquainted with the Nebraska young
Youth Camp for the westerners is being investigated, people and still keep in contact with the rest of you
It is hoped that Mt. Cross will be the location with through this page. Other new summer addresses will
August 4-8 the dates.

Christ is risen. Alleluia!” we sang that hymn.

Summer is upon us, and Iwill be leaving for

appear in the next issue.
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M R S . A A G E PA U L S E N , E D I TO R

Beaver Crossing, Nebraska

church, synod, world, and showing some of the many
projects sponsored by the WMS during -these past
50 years. ‘Ahand-made map of the United States
showed the exact location of each WMS group through¬
out the country.

This display was very attractive and informative,
and of course, its purpose is to boast interest in the
Jubi lee Celebrat ion, as wel l as in terest in general
i n t h e W M S .

Our meeting closed by singing: “Jesus calls us.”
Elna Mikkelsen,
Secretary, WMS Distr ic t VI I .

D i s t r i c t I I W M S
“ W o m e n ’ s R e t r e a t ”

We are happy to announce the dates for our
“Women’s Retreat” of District II have been established.
Bass Lake is available to us in July, so  t h e 8 t h ,
9th, and 10th were the days we reserved, making it
amid-week retreat, (Tuesday, Wednesday and Thurs¬
day) .

Arrange your summer so as not to miss these two
stimulating FULL days of worship, fun and fellowship.

Acomplete program will be made available to you
soon, so watch for it and join us at Bass Lake in July,
we will be looking for you. Retreat Program, Tyler, MinnesotaT h e C o m m i t t e e .

Tuesday, June 10
6:30 p. m.—Supper.
8:00 p. m.—“Our Race Problems,” Rev. Denzil A.

Car ty.
WMS Fellowship Meeting at Nysted, Nebr.
“Way up in the mountain behind abirch grove.
I’ve built arustic and sweet little cove.”
By the singing of this song we opened the WMS

meeting Saturday afternoon, April 26. Due to asnow¬
storm in March the meeting had been postponed to a
l a t e r d a t e .

Mrs. Nanna Mortensen, Tyler, Minn., highlighted
the meeting by afine lecture on “the American Wom-

It was very interesting and challenging to follow
the presentation of this vital topic given by Mrs.
Mortensen in her delightful, gracious, and unassuming
manner. She made an explicit presentation comparing
the Amer ican Woman wi th the women in Denmark
covering all age groups from infancy to old age.
We are many who feel that we are gratefully indebted
to Mrs. Mortensen for accepting the invitation to be
with us at this meeting.

The meeting was well attended, and most of our
groups in Nebraska were represented, even friends
from Texas were present.

After abrief coffee break we met again for the
business session to hear reports and discuss our Dis¬
trict work. This session opened by singing, “Lord, for
tomorrow and its needs,” followed by devotion led by
Mrs. Paulsen, District Representative.

An interesting report from the National Board and
District Representatives’ meeting held in Chicago the
first part of the year, was given by, Mrs. Paulsen.
These meetings are of great importance to all of us
in the local groups, they tend to establish more con¬
tact with the National Board, and more understanding
and uni ty.

Mrs. Mortensen brought to our attention the Wom¬
en’s Retreat which is to be held at Tyler, Minnesota,
June 10 -13 .

Several banners, centerpieces, maps, and posters
were on display at the auditorium depicting home.

Wednesday, June 11
9:00 a. m.—Bible study. Rev. Harald Petersen.

10:00 a. m.—Discussion of race issues. Rev. Carty.
1 2 : 0 0 N o o n — D i n n e r .

2:00 p. m.—“Simplyfying Housework,” Miss Dorothy
S i m m o n s .

3:00 p. m.—Coffee, special interest, Saralice Petersen.
3:30 p. m.—Crafts, woodcarving, mosaics, Christmas

decorations, etc.
a n .

6:00 p. m.—Supper.
7:00 p. m.—Sing, Saralice Petersen.
8:00 p. m.—“Education in the Light of Sputnik,” Dr.

R o b e r t K e l l e r .
10:00 p. m.—Coffee, entertainment, devotions.

Thursday, June 12
9:00 a. m.—Bible study. Rev. Harald Petersen.

10:00 a. m.—Discussion of education problems, intro¬
duction by Dr. Keller.

2:00 p. m.—Miss Simmons.
3:00 p. m.—Coffee, special interest, Saralice Petersen.
3:30 p. m.—Crafts.
7:00 p. m.—Sing.
8:00 p. m.—Lecture, Rev. Enok Mortensen.

10:00 p. m.—Coffee, entertainment, devotions.
Friday, June 13

9:00 a. m.—Bible study. Rev. Harald Petersen.
10:00 a. m.—Discussion on the role of the layman in

our churches, Rev. Enok Mortensen.
2:00 p. m.—“The Future of WMS,’’ Emilie Stockholm.
3:00 p. m.—Coffee, special interest.
3:30 p. m.—Finish up crafts.
6:00 p. m.—WMS golden jubilee banquet.
8:00 p. m.—Program and pageant in church.

10:00 p. m.—Coffee, farewell.
Nanna Mortensen,

Ty ler, Minnesota.
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part of the tour as we traveled with them through
the beautiful countrysides and visited the many his-
orical places. After the evening coffee Pastor Knud-

, , , s e n l e d u s i n d e v o t i o n a n d w e r e t i r e d t o o u r b u n k
that the Fellowship Meeting in Nysted would be held beds in the dormitory. It is awell known fact that
after all, though in aslightly abbreviated form. It
w a s c a n c e l l e d i n M a r c h b e c a u s e o f t h e s n o w s t o r m .

These March meetings are an outgrowth of the
original “Marts stavne” which for many years was
an annual highlight in our district. Our procedures
may have changed abit , and certainly the old Folk
School itself has adifferent look, but basically the
spirit and fellowship that prevails is the same.

Our guest speaker this year was Mrs. Enok Mor-
tensen f rom Ty le r. Had the meet ing been he ld in
M a r c h a s s c h e d u l e d w e w o u l d a l s o h a v e h a d D r . N o r -

quist of Grand View Seminary with us.

Nysted Folk Meeting
It was with agreat deal of satisfaction we learned

the beds at Nysted are hard, but we have discovered
that two mattresses are better than one, so at bed¬
time we boldly went in search of extra mattresses!

Pastor Arnold Knudsen preached his farewell ser¬
mon on Sunday morn ing. He and h is fami ly were
to leave for their new home in Junction City the
following day. It seemed appropriate that so many
from the district could be present for the occasion.
They have been hospitable hosts to us many times
at Nysted and we are grateful to them for their help
and cooperation.

On Sunday afternoon Nanna Mortensen spoke to
us on “Our greatest foreign policy problem,” which

A t o u r o p e n i n g m e e t i n g o n S a t u r d a y m o r n i n g
P a s t o r A r n o l d K n u d s e n b a d e u s w e l c o m e a n d l e d
ashort devotion, after which Pastor M. Mikkelsen of she feels to be the racial problem. The misconcep-
Rosenborg spoke to us. His top ic was “Soul care
and Soul cure.” It was an earnest, thought-provoking
lecture about the many aspects of apastor ’s life and
work with his people.

t ions and harsh judgment o f our t rea tment o f the
A m e r i c a n N e g r o , w h i c h s h e h a d m e t i n D e n m a r k
had been both saddening and frustrating. Saddening,
because there was so much truth in the accusations,
and frustrating, because it was so difficult to explain
the situation in acountry where the problem does
not exist, since there are almost no Negroes.

In the afternoon Nanna Mortensen spoke to us on
T h e A m e r i c a n W o m a n . Since she has recently

spent ayear in Europe, where she met many mis¬
conceptions of what the American woman is l ike —
her work, her responsibilities (or lack of them) —the
lecture formed itself as acomparison. We were given
achance to take agood look at ourselves through
the eyes of the European. Mrs. Mortensen made the
interest ing observat ion that the Danish homemaker
takes more time to make her home cozy. There are
more books, more paintings and more flowers in evi¬
d e n c e i n t h e m i d d l e c l a s s h o m e s . T h e D a n e s s e e m

We are grateful to Mrs. Mortensen for her valuable
contribution to our fellowship. It was certainly a
strenuous week end for her. We gave her little time
for rest. She mentioned that she was happy to come
and see Nysted since it was in these surroundings,
and under the influence of Pastors Aage Moller and
C. P. Hpjb jerg that her husband firs t rece ived the
inspiration to enter the ministry.

We earnestly hope that Nysted may soon find a
successor to Pastor Knudsen. It is of vital importance
to us that Nysted remain the gathering place for
meetings, camps and other activit ies in our distr ict.
The need for alocal pastor to help plan and execute
these projects is acute.

We wish to thank everyone for their contr ibution
to our gathering. To Pastor Thorvald Hansen goes
much of the credit for the success of the project. He
is untiring in his efforts to bring us avariety of
speakers and also to find subject matter for discussion.

to take more time to live leisurely and to enjoy their
h o m e s . O n t h e o t h e r h a n d t h e A m e r i c a n h o m e m a k e r
takes amore active part in community affairs. Since
our church is largely our own responsibility, rather
than the state’s, we take amore active interest in it.
Thanks to Hollywood, the American woman has cer¬
tainly been pictured very unreal ist ical ly to our
European sisters. Nanna Mortensen was bombarded
with quest ions af ter the lecture. “Arnie” final ly
r e s c u e d h e r w i t h t h e a n n o u n c e n i e n t t h a t t h e c o f f e e
hour was long overdue.

After coffee we had two separate meetings. We
women met in the lecture hall for aspecial Women’s
Mission Society meeting. Mrs. Eileen Paulsen, our
district president, presided and we discussed various
aspects of the work especially in regard to the Jubilee.
Some of the women had brought the posters and ban¬
ners they had made for display in their home groups.
We discussed plans for local and district observance
o f t h e J u b i l e e .

Agnes Nelson.

Opinion and Comment
( C o n t i n u e d f r o m P a g e 7 )

in SO distant apast that it is too late to report on it
in detail. The Institute was asuccess throughout,
with Dean Kildegaard’s interspersed remarks giving
cohesion and unification to the entire meeting. Main
speaker was Dr. Elson Ruff, acolleague whose respon¬
sible position as editor of the ULCA weekly “THE
LUTHERAN” made his three talks especially inter¬
esting to this writer. About four out of every five
of our pastors found it possible to attend, and the
rest were hindered unavoidably, we feel certain.
Again this year, in the tradition of the Institute, the
talks and discussions dealt with things that really
m a t t e r .

While we we.re thus occupied the men met in the
dining hall where Pastor Thorvald Hansen introduced
the topic for discussion: “Activating the inactive.”
The discussion centered around the problem of getting
e v e r y o n e i n t o a c t i v e p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n t h e w o r k o f
t h e c h u r c h .

In the evening Mrs. Mortensen showed beautiful
and interesting slides from their extensive trip
through Europe. We almost felt ourselves to be a
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been torn down or moved away. One or two business
places had yellowed signs in the window which read:
“ C l o s e d . ”

He was leaving an area of expansion, growth and
development. He was returning to an area where
expansion had come to astandstill. As he thought
on these things, the feeling of encouragement gave
way to the feeling of insecurity. He felt let down.
Suddenly, he saw the full importance of the maps
that one of the speakers had presented. He realized
that his parish was located in the section of the state
for which the map had indicated apopulation loss.
He now knew the reason for his feeling of insecurity.

R e s e n t m e n t

What would he be able to do with the challenges
that had been presented at the conference? If his
evangelism! efforts were measured according to net
membership increase his congregation had experienced
during the year, it might stand at zero even though
he had baptized fifteen adults. Last spring three-
fourths of his young people in the high school graduat¬
ing class had left his parish. Anumber of families
had moved away. Afather had taken ajob in a
factory sixty miles to the south.

At the conference, one of his former classmates,
located in asuburban 'a rea, had to ld h im how h is
congregation was flourishing. He had found joy in
his classmate’s success, but now depression welled
up in his heart. He said to himself, “Why was I
not called to agrowing area? Why did Ihave to be
sent to asmall town where there is no growth, where
there are two other Lutheran synods represented?”

As he thought on these things, his feeling of de¬
pression was mingled with afeeling of resentment
toward the Lutheran pioneers. He felt they must
have lacked v is ion and understanding to permi t or
to encourage the organization of three Lutheran con¬
gregations in asmall town.

D e t e r m i n a t i o n

Pastor Brown’s gas tank gauge showed empty. It
was necessary for him to stop for gas, and this brought
his reflect ions to aclose. The joy of being reuni ted
with his family and the friendly handshake of his
parishioners on the morrow overcame his feeling of
depression and resentment for the present. God
had called him to this area and he was determined
to serve his parish faithfully.

Never the less , Pas tor Brown’s s i tua t ion , and h is
is not an isolated case, needs the constructive and
real ist ic attention of the church. For some, popula¬
tion decline is an academic question; but for Pastor
Brown and pastors in his situation, it is not an aca¬
demic question. It is aquestion that involves their
consciences. I t creates f rustrat ions, mixed loyal t ies
and personal problems. If the feeling of insecurity
is not met, it may continue to gnaw away at the
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Not Bigger
B U T B E T T E R

E . W . M u e l l e r

It had been an inspiring and informative church
conference. Pastor Brown, two years in the ministry,
had been impressed by the men who presented the
m i s s i o n c h a l l e n g e w h i c h c o n f r o n t s t h e L u t h e r a n
Church in the rapidly growing areas. Yet this meet¬
ing, like similar meetings, gave him afeeling of
insecurity that he could not shake nor explain.

Insp i ra t ion

There had been an informative lecture on popula¬
tion trends, and there had been fine reports of the
success which various congregations were experiencing
in membership growth. The entire conference had
conveyed aspirit of growth, expansion and forward
m o v e m e n t .

Pastor Brown had been thrilled by every session.
He had' afeeling of pride to be apart of achurch
organization that knew the score. He w,as proud to
note that in its planning for tomorrow the church
was taking stock of social change and population
growth.

When the conference broke up, there were the
usual goodbyes. Pastor Brown started home for his
rural parish in the northern part of the state. As
he came to the outskirts of the conference city, he
drove through asection where ahousing developer
was building anew sub-division. Hundreds of houses
were in the process of being built.

R e fl e c t i o n

This, indeed, was what one of the speakers had
in mind when he had talked about the urban devel¬
opment. The thought flashed through his mind, “It
must be areal challenge to be given the assignment
to organize anew congregation in anew area. It
must be wonderfu l to be surrounded wi th so many
potential church members. Everything would be
n e w — n o t r a d i t i o n , n o o r g a n i z a t i o n a l p a t t e r n o f
parish lines, no one to say, ‘We have always done
it this way.’ Indeed, there would be many difficulties,
but they would be different.”

As the landscape changed from houses to corn¬
fields, his thoughts went to his parish. It was cen¬
tered in aquaint little village in the northern part
o f t h e s t a t e . O n e n e w h o u s e h a d b e e n b u i l t i n t h e
last ten years. In the meantime afew houses had

Dr. Mueller is Secretary of Rural Church Program, of
the National Lutheran Council. May 11 was “Rogation
Sunday.” This article is the first of three which wUl
appear in successive issues of LUTHERAN TIDINGS.
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vate the congregations to adjust to adeclining popula¬
tion. This leadership the church has not nurtured.

God in His Wisdom gave to congregations in de¬
clining areas leaders, pastors and laymen who could
do the job that needed to be done. They had the
understanding and the personal i ty for i t . But s ince
the church did not emphasize sufficiently the impor¬
tance of the job or else did not convey to those involved
that the task at hand calls for leadership of the highest
quality, leaders who could have helped congregations
make the adjustment were overcome by frustrat ions
o r fl e d f r o m t h e a r e a .
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personality of pastors and laymen, and give us people
wi th anegat ive ou t look .

T I D I N G S

In terpre ta t ion
T h e ' a n s w e r i s n o t t o d e s e r t c h u r c h e s t h a t a r e

located in these declining areas. The answer lies in
the direction of interpretation and evaluation. It calls
fo r an ad jus tment in church p rogramming . In th is
case the church must adjust downward, and .this is
m o s t d i f fi c u l t t o d o .

Ever s ince our country was founded, the words
“expans ion” and “g rowth” have been wr i t ten la rge
in our planning. You can hardly pick up anews¬
paper or amagazine which in some way does not
refer to populat ion growth, overcrowding, the need
for more houses or bigger buildings. That our popu¬
lation will soon pass the 200 million mark is common
knowledge.

I t wou ld be unth inkab le and unforg ivab le fo r a
progressive church not to make an effort to-spell out
t h e i m p l i c a t i o n s t o t h i s p o p u l a t i o n g r o w t h . I t i s
equally unforgivable for aprogressive church not to
come to grips with the adjustment that it must make
in the declining population areas. Many of its con¬
gregations are functioning in such areas.

A l l E f fec t i ve M in is t r y

Our concern is not to keep every town and country
church open. Our concern is that the Lutheran
Church wi l l min is ter e f fec t ive ly to peop le l i v ing in
the rural areas. If this can best be done by having
two congregations, let us by all means have two; but
if it can be done better by having one, let us have one.

Whatever ad jus tment is needed, le t us be bo ld
enough to make it. An adjustment downward is as
good as an adjustment upward if it gives us asetup
that will make it possible for the church to serve the
communi ty bet ter.

Our pioneers who left European shores with their
c a t h e d r a l - l i k e c h u r c h e s a n d i n t h e i r n e w h o m e s h a d
to be conten t w i th sod or log churches had the i r
adjustment to make. They could not forsee that the
next one hundred years would bring more change than
the one hundreds years before them had brought. It
is not for us to criticize their churchmanship. But
rather for us to be quick to emulate them by adjusting
our lives and program to our situation as they adjusted
their lives and program to the ways of the frontier.

We have had all too much emphasis on bigness.
We are neither interested in big congregations nor in
smal l congregat ions. We are interested in effect ive
congregations. For the rural areas where the popula¬
tion peak was reached twenty years ago, the emphasis
mus t be NOT B IGGER, BUT BETTER.

Leadersh ip

AProg ress i ve Chu rch

As aresult, congregations have died or are wither¬
ing on the v ine . Arespons ib le , p rogress ive church
ough t never to le t acongrega t ion d ie . I t ough t to
face the si tuat ion forthr ight ly and lead the congre¬
gation so that by deliberate action the members bring ■■
their program to aclose. We know that some con¬
gregations would rather die than close, but this means
that somehow the church fails to develop I'esponsible
congregations.

Was it because we failed to give laymen responsi¬
bility for their program? The only significant church
respons ib i l i t y many ag rand fa the r can boas t abou t
i s tha t he served on achurch bu i ld ing commi t tee .
No wonder the old church building has such great
s e n t i m e n t a t t a c h e d t o i t .

Was it because the., frequent changes in pastorates
conveyed the impress ion tha t th is i s asecond- ra te
assignment?

Was it because persons. in charge did not take
the time to understand the community and the organi¬
zational problems of the congregation?

A G r e a t C o n g r e g a t i o n

It takes agreat congregation to say deliberately,
“We have fought the fight of faith. We have run our
course. We will adjust to the new situation at hand.
We wi l l y ie ld our l i fe to as is ter congregat ion. ”

Great congregations are the product of wise and
dedicated leadership. As the church wrestles in the
declining population areas with the assignment of NOT
BIGGER, BUT BETTER, it must keep in mind;

1) The importance of aCall is,not determined by
the size of the congregation or the geographical loca¬
tion, but by the Author of the Call.

2) Adjustment downward is as important as ad¬
justment upward when the situation demands it.

3) Our interest is not in abig or in asmall con¬
gregation, but our interest is in an effective congre¬
gation.

4) For many rural areas the need is NOT BIGGER,
BUT BETTER. This calls for certain types of leader¬
ship.This phrase gives to many arural pastor and

an assign-rural congregation amajor assignment
ment that calls for real churchmanship. It takes a
high quality of leadership to motivate congregations
to adjust to expansion. Although diffei’ent in char¬
acter, it also takes ahigh quality leadership to moti-

5) No problem is ever solved by running away
f r o m i t .

(This art ic le appeared in the November-December
1 9 5 7 i s s u e o f t h e N A T I O N A L L U T H E R A N . )
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this fund has been sending contribu¬
t i o n s t o t h e S o u t h A f r i c a n f u n d . B u t
n o w, o n t h e e v e o f t h e t r i a l , o u r
e f f o r t s m u s t i n c r e a s e .

camp where life has been made com¬
fortable, to lead the way to new fron¬
tiers, to dare to challenge the author¬
ity of the old guard, or does he fear
t o b r e a k n e w t r a i l s ?

W i l l i t t a k e c o u r a g e a n d s t r o n g
c o n v i c t i o n s t o c o m e f o r w a r d a n d t a k e
a s t a n d ? To d e c l a r e o u r s e l v e s , “ T h i s
Ibel ieve.” That preaching and teach¬
ing which we draw from the scriptures
is our authority, and as such we accept
the scriptures as the word of God.

J e n s S i m a n s e n .

Qô i/ue6fLandence
A s C h r i s t i a n s a n d A m e r i c e m s w e f e e l

a g r a v e r e s p o n s i b i l i t y t o h e l p m e e t
t h e n e e d i n S o u t h A f r i c a . T h e t r e a s o n

t r ia l i s acha l lenge to the peop le o f
goodwill around the world who realize
w h a t i s a t s t a k e . N o t u n m i n d f u l o f
o u r o w n f a i l u r e s i n r a c e r e l a t i o n s i n
t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s , w e n e v e r t h e l e s s c a l l
f o r y o u r s u p p o r t t o h e l p a p e o p l e
w h o s e g o v e r n m e n t s p o n s o r s a m o s t
r i g i d p r o g r a m o f s e g r e g a t i o n . W e
urge you to send agenerous contribu¬
t i o n t o : S o u t h A f r i c a D e f e n s e F u n d ,
4 We s t 4 0 t h S t r e e t , N e w Yo r k 1 8 , N . Y.
F u r t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n i s a v a i l a b l e o n

r e q u e s t .

D o W e N e e d T o B e
Reconfirmed?

Car l , the cus tod ian, spoke up the
other day and told in afew words his
opinion about the word of God and
h i s d e s i r e t o l i s t e n w h e n G o d s p o k e .

T h e s h o r t c o m m e n t o f C a r l ’ s o n
April 5, 1958, can hardly be improved
upon. Perhaps there are people who
h a v e a r m e d t h e m s e l v e s , w i t h h o m e ¬
m a d e d o c t r i n e s w h o w i n s a y t h a t t h e
Bible is mere history, and not taking
t ime to s tudy the sc r i p tu res some¬
times have developed distorted opin¬
ions abou t t he O ld and the New Tes ta¬
m e n t .

T h e c h u r c h n e e d s a u t h o r i t y a n d t h e
P r o t e s t a n t C h u r c h s e e k s a u t h o r i t y i n
t he sc r i p tu res . As l o r t he Lu the ran
Church, to seek unity in the scriptures
s h o u l d c a u s e n o p r o b l e m .

G o d s p o k e t o t h e p r o p h e t s , G o d
spoke to the men of old, God still
speaks to men today as he has always
done, as Carl, the custodian, verified.
God spoke to the patriarchs of old and
his word passed f rom genera t ion to
g e n e r a t i o n o r a l l y. I n d u e t i m e , t h e
w o r d o f Go d p a s s e d i n t o f o r m a n d
l a t e r i n t o w r i t t e n f o r m o f i n f o r m a t i o n .
Thus the printed Bible became aguide
for every day l iv ing and our source
of authority lor preaching and teach¬
i n g .

D e t r o i t , A p r i l 1 6 .

Dear Edi tor,
W i t h i n a s h o r t t i m e 9 1 m e n a n d

women o f va r ious races w i l l go on
trial in South Africa on the charge of
h i g h t r e a s o n .

The basic charge against the accused
is "hampering or hindering” the gov¬
ernment by planning or taking part in
campaigns protesting such laws as the
N a t i v e R e s e t t l e m e n t A c t , t h e , B a n t u
E d u c a t i o n A c t , t h e G r o u p A r e a s A c t ,
etc., all of which are designed to ex¬
tend apartheid (racial separat ion).

T h i s t r i a l i s t h e fi r s t t i m e i n S o u t h
A f r i c a t h a t t h e t r e a s o n l a w h a s b e e n
invoked in acase invo lv ing the a t t i¬
t u d e s a n d a c t i o n s o f t h e r e s i d e n t s i n
t h e fi e l d o f r a c e r e l a t i o n s .

A m o n g t h o s e s c h e d u l e d t o s t a n d
t r i a l a r e P r o f e s s o r Z . K . M a t t h e w s , a n
e m i n e n t C h r i s t i a n a n d t h e 1 9 5 2 L u c e
Visit ing Professor of World Christ ian¬
i ty at Union Theological Seminary in
N e w Y o r k ; t h e R e v e r e n d D o u g l a s
Thompson, aMethodist c lergyman; Dr.
G. M. Naicker, President of the South
African Indian Congress and aGhandi
d isc ip le . F i f ty -e igh t A f r icans, 13 In¬
d i a n s , 5 “ C o l o u r e d s ” a n d 1 5 w h i t e
p e o p l e m a k e u p t h e a c c u s e d . F i v e
w o m e n a i ’ e i n c l u d e d .

M e m b e r s o f t h e c l e r g y w e r e a m o n g
the firs t to issue pro tes ts . Adefense
fund was set up in Johannesburg un¬
d e r t h e c h a i r m a n s h i p o f t h e R i g h t
Reverend Ambrose Reeves, Ang l ican
Bishop of the city. Prominent trustees
such as au tho r A l an Pa ton a i ded i n t he
f o r m a t i o n o f t h i s m u c h - n e e d e d fi n a n ¬
cial assistance program for the fami¬
l i e s o f t h e d e f e n d a n t s a n d f o r t h e p r o ¬
vision of legal help.

The accused spent ayear and thirty-
th ree days in Prepara to ry Examina¬
tion, many of them losing their prac¬
t i c e s o r j o b s , b e f o r e t h e g o v e r n m e n t
fi n a l l y b r o u g h t i n d i c t m e n t s a g a i n s t
t hem. The re we re many i nd i gn i t i e s ;
the Reverend Doug las , fo r example ,
w a s f o r c e d t o s u b m i t h i s s e r m o n s t o
the police before he could deliver them.

T h e fi n a n c i a l n e e d s o f t h e d e f e n d a n t s
h a v e b e e n t r e m e n d o u s . A n e s t i m a t e d
h a l f - m i l l i o n d o l l a r s i s r e q u i r e d t o m e e t
de fense expenses and to supp ly an
amount o f $39 amonth for food and
clothing for the families involved. At
the request of prominent South Afri¬
c a n s a D e f e n s e F u n d w a s e s t a b l i s h e d
i n t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s w i t h J o h n G u n ¬
ther and the Very Reverend James A.
Pike as chairmen.. For the past year

Sincerely yours,
A l l a n K n i g h t C h a l m e r s , H e n r y H .
C r a n e , H a r r y E m e r s o n F o s d i c k ,
D o n a l d H a r r i n g t o n , H o m e r A .
Jack, VV. Appleton Lawrence, A.
W i l l i a m L o o s , J o h n A , M a c k a y ,
B e n j a m i n E . M a y s , R o b e r t J . M c ¬
Cracken, Walter G. Muelder, John
Ol iver Nelson, Reinhold Niebuhr,
James A. Pike, James H. Robinson,
Henry P. Van Dusen and Howard
T h u r m a n .

S c h o o l B o a r d M e e t s
T h e B o a r d o f E d u c a t i o n f o r G r a n d

View College and Seminary met in con¬
junction with the annual Studenterfest
in Dos Moines, the May 3week end. The
n e w S c i e n c e B u i l d i n g o n t h e c a m p u s
-was formally dedicated by synod presi¬
dent, Alfred Jensen, and the main ad¬
dress g iven by the cha i rman o f the
Board, Erling Jensen of Ames, on the
subject of “science in today’s world.”
In other act ions, the Board voted an
A n n u i t y P l a n f o r i n s t r u c t o r s a t t h e
College, to begin January 1. The city¬
w i d e d r i v e f o r f u n d s f o r t h e n e w

gymnasium has begun (May 16), the
d a t e s b e i n g s u g g e s t e d b y t h e D e s
Moines Chamber of Commerce, which
i s c o o p e r a t i n g . T h e c a m p a i g n w i l l
c o n t i n u e t h r o u g h J u n e . M r . J o h n

B e m i s i s c h a i r m a n o f t h e c o m m i t t e e .

Like the wording of Art ic le 2. God
m a k e s t h e c o v e n a n t w i t h h i s c h i l d r e n ,
but let us give special consideration to
fhe special groups, who in our church
we charge w i th the respons ib i l i t y o f
w o r d i n g t h e a r t i c l e i n a l a n g u a g e
which everyone understands.

The scriptures are asource of wis¬
d o m a n d w e s e e k t o u t i l i z e t h e t r u t h s
they conta in . The New Testament is
throughout witness of believers. What
the ear ly Chr is t ians exper ienced and
c a m e t o k n o w w a s t o l d t o t h e w o r l d ,
and their message is still aliving force.

P a u l r e f e r r e d t o t h e O l d T e s t a m e n t
when he said, “For whatever was writ¬
t e n i n f o r m e r d a y s w a s w r i t t e n f o r o u r
i n s t r u c t i o n s . ” T h e r e a r e e t e r n a l t r u t h s
t o b e d i s c o v e r e d o r m i s s e d f r o m t h e
scriptures.

The wr i t ten word had replaced the
s p o k e n w o r d o f t h e O l d Te s t a m e n t
t imes long before Grundtv ig became
over-enthusiastic about the sayings of
his cousin, Henrik Steffens, about the
s p o k e n w o r d a n d t h e p r i n t e d w o r d .
W h a t e v e r t h e m e r i t o f t h a t s a y i n g i s ,
i t h a s b e e n m i s i n t e r p r e t e d a n d r h i s u n -
derstood s ince the 19th century and
h a s c a u s e d G o d ’ s e t e r n a l t r u t h s , t o b e
f o u n d i n t h e s c r i p t u r e s r e p l a c e d a t
times by man’s eloquence.

We are taught to look to the church
for authori ty and guidance for Chris¬
t i a n l i v i n g . T h e c h u r c h i t s e l f s e e k s
a u t h o r i t y i n t h e s c r i p t u r e s o f “ T h e
w o r d o f G o d .

C a n m a n b e p e r s u a d e d t o b i ’ e a k

M a t r o n N e e d e d
The Young Peop le ’s Home in

M i n n e a p o l i s w i l l b e n e e d i n g a
n e w m a t r o n a b o u t J u n e 1 . P l e a s ¬
ant quarters and agood salary
a r e o f f e r e d . T h e r e a r e a t p r e s e n t
1 4 r e s i d e n t s a t t h e h o m e , m o s t l y
young people from our Synod
w h o w o r k o r g o t o s c h o o l i n
Minneapol is . The matron of the
liome could expect to make the
Y. P. h o m e h e r o w n h o m e , a n d
would be living in congenial fel¬
l o w s h i p a n d w o r k i n g f o r a c o ¬
operative Home Board. For fur¬
ther part iculars, wri te the Board
president: Eugene Paulsen, 5452
32nd Ave. , South , M inneapo l i s ,
M i n n e s o t a .

> >
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W a s h . , o n M a y 4 , i n a p u l p i t - e x c h a n g e
w i t h P a s t o r H o l g e r A n d e r s e n .

J u n c t i o n C i t y , O r e g o n . M a y 1 8 w a s
the Sunday se t f o r t he i ns ta l l a t i on he re
o f t h e n e w p a s t o r , A r n o l d K n u d s e n ,
w h o w e n t w e s t f r o m N y s t e d , N e ¬
b r a s k a . T h e c h u r c h h a s b e e n v a c a n t
f o r s i x m o n t h s . P a s t o r J o h n P e d e r s e n
w i l l o f fi c i a t e .

S idney, M ich . AParen t &Teache rs ’
gathering is planned for May 23 here,
( inc lud ing ch i ldren) , for the purpose
of acquaint ing parents with the gen¬
e r a l p r o b l e m s o f C h r i s t i a n E d u c a t i o n .
Th i s chu rch PTA mee t i ng w i l l open
w i t h a s h o r t p r o g r a m a n d b e f o l l o w e d
b y a p o t l u c k l u n c h . A r e d e c o r a t i n g
job has been done on St. John’s church
h e r e .

Bingstetl, Iowa. Pastor Carlo Peter¬
sen will be traveling during the month
■of June, and on the five Sundays he

will be away, Dr. Alfred Jensen, Dean
A x e l K i l d e g a a r d , a n d D r . E r n e s t N i e l ¬
s e n w i l l s u p p l y h i s p u l p i t .

H a r t f o r d , C o n n . T h e n e w c h u r c h
here was dedicated, according to plan,
o n M a y 1 8 , w i t h D r . A l f r e d J e n s e n
o f fi c i a t i n g , a n d s e r v i c e s s c h e d u l e d f o r
m o r n i n g a n d a f t e r n o o n . A f e s t i v a l
brochure has been prepared. The new
location is in Newington.

Dwight, 111. On Palm Sunday, twenty
p e r s o n s w e r e r e c e i v e d i n t o m e m b e r ¬
ship in this church by Ihe congrega¬
t i o n a n d i t s p a s t o r , I v a n N i e l s e n .

Water loo, Iowa, New improvements
have been made on the fine property
of our church here. Accoustical ceiling
and fluorescent l ights have been in¬
s t a l l e d i n t h e b a s e m e n t . N e w fl o o r
t i l e w i l l b e l a i d i n t h e n e x t f e w w e e k s .
Apermanent sound wir ing system has
a l s o b e e n p u r c h a s e d .

Greenv i l le , M ich igan. Pas tor Pe ter
T h o m s e n w i l l l e a v e h e r e s o o n t o b e ¬
g i n w o r k i n t h e S t . J o h n ’ s L u t h e r a n
Church, Lester, Pa. , —of the ULCA.
Pastor Thomsen will do graduate work
a t t he nea rby Lu the ran semina ry a t
Gettysburg.

Meals will be served to campers be¬
ginning with supper Sunday, July 20,
and ending wi th d inner Sunday, July
27. Campers are to bring towels, soap,
swimming suits, tennis shoes and gym
su i t s . I f you p lay tenn i s b r i ng you r
racke t . Do no t fa i l to b r ing shee ts ,
a p i l l o w c a s e a n d a b l a n k e t . A l s o
b r i ng aNew Tes tamen t , hymna l and
WORLD OF SONG if possible.

E x p e n s e s

O U R C H U R C H

Des Moines, Iowa: Seminary student,
Ronald Hansen, passed away May 9th
at Mayo Cl in ic af ter apers is tent and
fatal disease of unexplained origin. He
w a s s c h e d u l e d f o r o r d i n a t i o n o n M a y
25 here. His home was Brooklyn, N. Y.
O t h e r s t u d e n t s w h o w i l l b e o r d a i n e d
a r e L a v e r n L a r k o w s k i , F o l m e r F a r -
strup and Donald Holm, all fi'om Ne¬
b r a s k a . T h e s e r v i c e s w i l l b e h e l d o n
Pentecost Day, at 3:30 p. m., and all
i n t e r e s t e d p e r s o n s a r e i n v i t e d t o a t ¬
t e n d t h e s e r v i c e s . O r d a i n e r Va l d e m a r
S . J e n s e n w i U o f fi c i a t e .

Detro i t , Mich. Alandscape archi tect
has been hired for the project of land¬
scaping the $40,000 parsonage recently
bu i l t by our congregat ion here . The
office here has acquired anew mimeo¬
graph machine, and with recent dona¬
t i o n s a n d a S m o r g a s b o r d i t i s e x p e c t e d
tha t the o rgan deb t w i l l be re t i red -
d u r i n g M a y . A s l i d e p r o j e c t o r h a s
been acquired by the Sunday School,
too, according to Pastor Howard Chris¬
tensen’s monthly paper.

Sal inas, Cal i f . Ground-break ing for
the new church was scheduled for May
18. According to the monthly messen¬
ger, attendance at Pastor Paul Nussle’s
c h u r c h h a s i n c r e a s e d s o m u c h t h a t
e x t r a c h a i r s a r e n e c e s s a r y a t e a c h
service, and an average of about 200
i n c h u r c h h a s c o m e t o b e e x p e c t e d .

So lvang, Cal i f . A t arecent meet ing
o f t h e c o n g r e g a t i o n i t w a s d e c i d e d t h a t
the proper ty ca l led At terdag Col lege
not be sold as proposed. However, it
w a s d e c i d e d t o p r o c e e d - w i t h b u i l d i n g
plans anyway, and so there will prob¬
ably be an education unit constructed
a d j o i n i n g t h e c h u r c h i t s e l f . A t t h e
present time, the Sunday School meets
in the College building (on top of the
h i l l above the O ld Peop le ’s Home. )
T h e c o n g r e g a t i o n a l s o v o t e d a n i n ¬
crease of $600 per year in the pastor’s
salary.

D e s M o i n e s , I o w a . T h e t w o c l i o i r s
of Luther Memorial congregation here
presented their spring concert on May
18, and the concert was followed by a
sandwich supper and fel lowship hour.
The young adults group here recently
abo l i shed membersh ip dues and the
membership roll was ^loted to include
as members a l l young adu l ts o f the
church, marr ied and unmarr ied. Two-
w e e k s u m m e r B i b l e s c h o o l b e g i n s
J u n e 9 .

St. Stephen’s, Chicago. Achoir con¬
cert was also held here May 18, with
t i c k e t s d i s t r i b u t e d i n a d v a n c e w i t h n o
price quoted. Instead, free-wi l l dona¬
t i o n s w e r e t o b e r e c e i v e d . S o m e m e m ¬
bers in the congregation are busily
preparing Kaj Munk’s play “Ordet,” to
be g iven in t ranslat ion ( “The Word”)
o n J u n e 2 1 . A n a u d i t o r i u m w i l l b e
r e n t e d f o r t h e e v e n t .

Ta c o m a , Wa s h . D i s t r i c t P r e s i d e n t
John Pedersen preached at Enumclaw,

Registration 
Room and Board
Single meal prices
Per day, for shorter stays

(Except dinner July 27, $1.25)
Insurance 

._$ 4.00
1 0 . 0 0

. 7 5
2 . 5 0

. 5 0

Total cost for one week is $ 1 4 . 5 0
Ear ly enro l lment assures you o f a

place. Be sure to give your age. Your
c a r d o r l e t t e r s h o u l d b e i n D e s M o i n e s
b y J u l y 1 0 i f p o s s i b l e . W r i t e t o :
Junior Camp, Grand View College, Des
Moines, Iowa. Campers are expected
to abide by the Camp Rules.

1. The camp is open to boys and
girls 12 to 15 years of age. Acamper
may not have reached h is s ix teenth
b i r thday.

2 . C a m p e r s m a y n o t l e a v e t h e
grounds without permission.

3. Campers who wish to swim, must
present awri t ten permit f rom parents.

4 . A l l c a m p e r s c l e a n t h e i r o w n
rooms and in the i r p roper tu rn take
part in policing the grounds, and work¬
ing in the dining haU and kitchen.

5. Campers must attend all sessions,
u n l e s s e x c u s e d .

6. The leaders reserve the right to
dismiss any camper who fails to con¬
form to the rules and regulations of
the camp.

Pentecost and the Church’s
P r e s e n t Ta s k

( C o n t i n u e d f r o m P a g e 4 )

(^ependent upon the degree to which
t h i s u n i t y i n C h r i s t b e c o m e s m a n i f e s t
i n eve ry l and . Ye t we dece i ve ou rse l ves
by thinking that church unity is some¬
thing we can fabricate by our own
ingenuity and industry. Unity is a
gift of God; He has granted unity in
t h e m i n i s t r y a n d p e r s o n o f J e s u s
Christ , and He enables the churches
to appropriate it by their acceptance
of the guiding of His Spirit.

So Pentecost, 1958, reminds us that
the work of God in the Church and in
the world is being carried forward by
the presence and power of His Spirit.
It reminds us that we who have been
drawn into this saving fellowship have
been specially blessed by the Spirit.
It tells us that in our desire to advance
the mission, renewal and unity of the
C h u r c h w e n e e d l o o k f o r n o o t h e r
essential resource than Him who has
already come to us. And our proper
prayer, therefore, is not acomplaint
about our inadequacy, but the plea
that we be not rejected as unfit for
G o d ’ s s e r v i c e .

And take not Thy Holy Spirit from

A N N O U I V C I N G
Grand View Junior Camp

July 20-27, 1958
The twentieth annual camp for jun¬

iors will open for boys and girls of
the ages 12 through 15, on July 20,
1958, at Grand View College.

A T y p i c a l D a y
7:30—^Day begins
8 : 0 0 — ^ B r e a k f a s t
8 : 3 0 — L a b o r d e t a i l s
9:00—Devotions and Bible study

10 :30—^Rec rea t i on and C ra f t s
1 2 : 0 0 — D i n n e r
1 2 : 3 0 — R e l a x

1:30—Suit yourself—free t ime
>2:30—Swimming
4:30—Singing
6:00—Supper
7:00—Singing games
8:00—Evening program (Discussions,

Talks, Skits, Movies)
9:00—Refreshments '
9:15—^Campfire and evening devotions

10:15—Day ends u s .
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Acknowledgment of Receipts
by the Synod Treasurer
F o r t h e m o n t h o f M a r c h 1 9 5 8

2 1 . 0 0
2 4 . 0 0
2 1 . 3 0
2 1 . 5 0

D i s t r i c t I V H o m e M i s s i o n :
R e c e i v e d f r o m D i s t r i c t T r e a s — $ 2 5 0 . 0 0
S p e c i a l G i f t f o r N o r t h C e d a r

Lutheran Mission 
F a i t h a n d L i f e A d v a n c e :
Congregation, Seattle, Wash. 1 0 0 . 0 0

Respectively submitted,
Amer ican Evangel ica l
L u t h e r a n C h u r c h ,
M. C. Mil ler, Treasurer.
P. O. Box 177,
Circle Pines, Minn.

Seattle, Wash.
Detroit, Mich.
Perth Amboy, N. J.
D a n e v a n g , Te x a s — 1 5 0 . 0 0

To w a r d s t h e b u d g e t : .$255.53
. 1 1 7 . 8 2Previously acknowledgedUnassigned Receipts:

Los Angeles, Calif.
Askov, Minn. 
Cozad, Nebr.
Wilbur, Wash.
Luck, Wis. (Bone Lake)
Brown City, Mich.
Des Moines, Iowa

$100.00
2 1 2 . 0 0
2 6 8 . 3 3

2 5 . 0 0
1 0 0 . 0 0

1 5 . 0 0
4 2 5 . 0 0

Chicago, 111. (St. Stephen)  2 0 0 . 0 0
2 0 0 . 0 0

4 3 . 5 8
2 5 . 5 0

3 0 0 . 0 0

$ 373.35
Total Budget Receipts to date 13,265.88
R e c e i v e d f o r I t e m s O u t s i d e o f

t h e B u d g e t :
F o r L u t h e r a n W o r l d A c t i o n :

/

C o n t r i b u t i o n s t o t h e

Solvang Lutheran Home
M E M O R I A L G I F T S :

I n m e m o r y o f M r . a n d M r s .
Christian J. Beck, Salinas, by
Mr. and Mrs. Einar Hansen __$ 5.00

I n m e m o r y o f A n n a L a u r i d s e n ,
L. A., Petra Jensen, Maywood,
M r s . P a u l F r i m a n d , V a n
N u y s , b y E m a n u e l D . E . L .
Church, Los Angeles

I n m e m o r y o f F r a n k P i l l e y ,
A b e l i n e , T e x a s , b y M r . a n d
M r s . H a r o l d S o r e n s e n a n d M r .
and Mrs. Wm. Madsen

I n m e m o r y o f I v e r H u n d e v a l t ,
San Gabriel, by Mr. and Mrs.
Ul r ick Kel lerup, La Canada__ 5.00

In memory of Fer. Rechni tzer,
Solvang, by Mr. Jack Boysen,
S. L. H.

I n m e m o r y o f M r s . M a r g a r e t
C h r i s t e n s e n , W i l m o t , S . D . ,
M r s . R o b e r t A n d e r s e n , I n g l e ¬
w o o d , M r . J o h n J o h a n s e n ,
L o s A n g e l e s , b y M r . a n d M r s .
C h r i s C h r i s t e n s e n a n d s o n ,
Grundtvig 

I n m e m o r y o f M r s . A d o l p h J e n ¬
s e n , A s k o v , A F r i e n d , S o l v a n g 2 . 0 0

I n m e m o r y o f M r s . P a u l F r i ¬
mand, Los Angeles, by Nanna
Strandskov 
Mathilde Jensen
Kristine Jensen 

Ingrid Madsen
In memory of George Schnel l ,

Solvang, aFriend
Mr. and Mrs. Jorgen Andersen 3.00
D i ’ . a n d M r s . H o m e r W a l k e r 5 . 0 0
Mrs. Sorine Jensen
Mrs. Bertha Schnell

In memory o f Mar iane Mogen-
sen (Hansen) by Mr. and Mrs.
Hans J. Nielsen

I n memory o f Le land Jensen ,
Hayti, S. D., by Mrs. Kathar¬
ine Jensen and family

In memory of Gomius Lauritzen,
Seattle, by Mrs. Gomius Laur¬
itzen, Seattle 

O T H E R C O N T R I B U T I O N S :
M r . a n d M r s . C h e s t e r T h o m s e n ,

Del Rey
M r . a n d M r s . H o l g e r A b e l o e ,

Salinas 
Mr. Axel Ryberg, S. L. H.  4 0 . 0 0
D r . a n d M r s . A n k e r J e n s e n ,

L . A .

Gertrud Guild, Clinton, Iowa 1 0 . 0 0
Mr. Henry Infeld, L. A.
Knudsen Creamery Employees,

Buck of the month club  4 0 . 0 0
F i r s t E v . L u t h e r a n C h u r c h ,

W a t s o n v i l l e

.$ 42.40

. 1 0 . 0 0

. 8 7 . 3 0

Cozad, Nebr.
Wilbur, Wash. 
Des Moines, Iowa
C h i c a g o , 111 . ( S t . S t e p h e n ) —
Menominee, Mich. 
Tacoma, Wash. 
Watsonville, Calif.

Exira, Iowa 
Menominee, Mich. ^
Tacoma, Wash. 
Clinton, Iowa 
Greenville, Mich. (Dannebrog)
Omaha, Nebr. 
Muskegon, Mich.
Watsonville, Calif.

5 . 0 0
7 . 0 8

2 3 . 0 0
2 2 . 5 0

C e d a r F a l l s , I o w a ( S t . P a u l ) _ _ 2 5 . 0 0
2 0 0 . 0 0

6 . 0 0
1 7 5 . 0 0
2 0 0 . 0 0
1 0 9 . 0 0

Cedar Falls, Iowa (St. Paul)— 147.50
_ 1 0 0 . 0 0
_ 1 0 0 . 0 0
_ 1 6 4 . 1 0
_ _ 1 3 8 . 0 0
_ 6 0 0 . 0 0
_ 9 0 0 . 0 0
_ 1 5 0 . 0 0

Seattle, Wash. 
Rev. Ronald Jespersen, Dane¬

vang, Texas 
W a t s o n v i l l e , C a l i f . R e v. G r a m p s 1 0 . 0 0

L i l y L a r s e n

1 0 . 0 0
Manistee, Mich.
Bridgeport, Conn.
Byram, Conn. 
Nysted, Nebr. 
Seattle, Wash.
Detroit, Mich. 
Hartford, Conn. 
P e n s i o n F u n d :

Ringsted, Iowa 
Deduct prev. contr ibu¬
tion (Non-budget)

3 0 . 0 0
2 . 0 0

$ 4 4 4 . 2 8
Previously acknowledged 1 , 1 2 6 . 3 2 4 . 0 0

$1,570.60Total to date

F o r S a n t a l M i s s i o n :
Congregations:
Ringsted, Iowa
Danevang, Texas
In memory o f Mrs . H . P. Jo rgen¬

s e n , D e s M o i n e s , I o w a , b y M r s .
Anna Johnsen, Ringsted, la.,
M r s . E m m a G e r t s e n , D e s
Moines, Iowa

I n m e m o r y o f M r . G o n i u s L a u r -
s e n , S e a t t l e , W a s h . , M r s .
Marie Knudsen, Des Moines,
Iowa

Muskegon, Mich.
In memory o f A lber t Johnsen,

f rom f r iends in Hampton , la . 9 .75
Mrs. Emma Nielsen, Lake Nor-

den, S. D. 
I n m e m o r y o f A n t o n B u h l , T y ¬

ler, Minn., by Sara Pedersen
and Sons, Chicago, 111.

I n m e m o r y o f M r s . L . L a u g e -
s e n . B r u s h , C o l o . , b y D a g -
mar Miller 

Fo r aCh i ld in Schoo l by Mrs .
D o r a S k o v, D e s M o i n e s , l a . 2 . 0 0
Miss Dagmar Miller

I n m e m o r y o f M r s . H a n s P.
Jorgensen, Des Moines, la . ,
A r n e S o r e n s e n s , R o l l a n d J e n ¬
s e n s , P a s t o r A l f r e d S o r e n ¬
s e n , E v a l d J e n s e n s , D a g m a r
Miller 

M a r q u e t t e , N e b r . K r o n b o r g
Sunday School 

In memory of Victor Sorensen,
Congregation, Ringsted, Iowa 10.00

C h i c a g o , 1 1 1 . T r i n i t y S u n d a y
School 

F o r H a r o l d R i b e r ’ s B i r t h d a y ,
f r o m S u n d a y S c h o o l , R i n g ¬
sted, Iowa

The Juhl-G^manla Mission So¬
c i e t y —

Senior Confirmat ion Class, Ty¬
ler, Minn. 

$150.00

.$ 47.75

. 3 8 . 7 1
2 1 . 0 0

5 . 0 0

1 2 9 . 0 0
6 6 . 0 0
5 0 . 0 0

*Byram, Conn. 
Seattle, Wash. 
C h i l d r e n ’ s H o m e :
Davey, Nebr., Ladies’ Aid
P r e s i d e n t ’ s T r a v e l :

Parlier, Calif. 
Los Angeles, Calif.
Salinas, Calif. 
Watsonville, Calif. 
S a n t a l M i s s i o n :
Brush, Colo, for Harold Ribers’

work, by Mrs, Kamma An¬
d e r s e n —

Danevang, Texas
Gray l i ng , M ich . In memory o f

M r s . A n n a J u h l b y D a n i s h
Ladies’ Aid 

Marquette, Nebr.
M a r q u e t t e , N e b r . , K r o n b o r g

Sunday School 
C h i c a g o , 111 . Tr i n i t y S u n d a y

School
Newel l , Iowa, Mr. A l f red Grau
Cozad, Nebr. 

2 . 0 01 0 . 0 0

1 0 . 0 01 5 . 0 0
2 2 . 1 0
2 4 . 1 5
1 0 . 0 0

1 . 0 0
8 0 . 0 0

5 . 0 0
1 . 0 0
1 . 0 01 0 . 0 05 . 0 0
1 . 0 06 1 . 2 9

2 . 0 05 . 0 0
1 0 . 0 0
6 3 . 6 0

2 . 0 01 . 0 0
5 . 0 02 0 . 3 1

5 . 0 07 7 . 0 8
1 2 . 0 0
1 5 . 5 0

2 . 5 0

2 5 . 0 0March Receipts from Congrega¬
t i o n s $5,295.04

Previously acknowledged  7 , 5 9 7 . 4 9 5 . 0 0
1 0 . 0 0

2 9 . 6 9.$12,892.53Total to date 

O t h e r B u d g e t R e c e i p t s :
P a s t o r s ’ P e n s i o n C o n t r i b u t i o n s :

1958—2% Withholding (by cong.)
Newell, Iowa 
Des Moines, Iowa 
Chicago, 111. 
Ringsted, Iowa
Muskegon, Mich. 
Los Angeles, Calif. 
Cedar Fal ls, Iowa (St. Paul)__
Brush, Colo. -
Marquette, Nebr. 
Marlette, Mich. (Germania) ___

1 0 0 . 0 0

. 2 2 . 9 2 5 . 0 01 2 . 0 0
2 1 . 0 0
2 0 . 0 4
2 1 . 0 0
2 1 . 0 0
1 8 . 0 0
1 7 . 4 9
1 5 . 0 0
1 5 . 0 0

7 . 8 3 1 0 . 0 0

5 0 . 0 02 5 , 0 0

1 3 . 2 7

5 0 . 0 07 . 2 0 $315.92T o t a l
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F i r s t Evange l i ca l Lu th . Gu i l d ,

Watsonville
M r s . E l s e W a l t e r s d o r p h , S a n

Diego 
E d w a r d S m i t h , M a r q u e t t e , N e b . 5 0 . 0 0
E m a n u e l D a n i s h E v a n g e l i c a l

L u t h e r a n C h u r c h , S o l v a n g
Home Benefit Dinner

M r s . B . S . H a n s e n , W i l b u r ,
Wash,. 

F r o m E s t a t e o f C a r l V a l d e m a r
Funch, L. A.

I n m e m o i y o f M r . J e a n H e r -
sho l t , Ho l l ywood , by Jean He r -
s h o l t M e m o r i a l C o m m i t t e e _ 1 , 3 1 9 . 3 4

T h e C o r o n e t a r t i c l e c o n t i n u e s :
“However, va l i d th i s p ro tes t , i t i s

n o n e t h e l e s s a f a c t t h a t D r . F r y, a t 5 7 ,
is today the outs tanding Prostestant
l e a d e r i n A m e r i c a . H i s r i g h t t o t h a t
d e s c r i p t i o n r e s t s o n a r e c o r d o f s o l i d
a c h i e v e m e n t b o t h w i t h i n h i s d e n o m i ¬
nat ion and, th rough such groups as
t h e W o r l d C o u n c i l o f C h u r c h e s , w h o s e
C e n t r a l C o m m i t t e e h e h e a d s , w i t h i n
t h e l a r g e r P r o te s ta n t a n d C h r i s t i a n
c o m m u n i t i e s o f t h e w o r l d .

J u l y 5 t h i s s u e o f L U T H E R A N T I D ¬
I N G S .

The meet ings and serv ices o f the
convention are open to all friends and
m e m b e r s o f t h e s y n o d . T h e h o s t c o n ¬
g r e g a t i o n w i l l m a k e a n n o u n c e m e n t
with respect to lodging and meals.

The convention is always of great
s i g n i fi c a n c e t o t h e l i f e a n d w o r k o f
the synod. May all delegates and min¬
isters prepare themselves diligently by
s t u d y i n g t h e c o n t e n t o f t h e A n n u a l
Report to be publ ished this summer.
And may God’s blessing rest upon all
who in any way accept responsibility
for the work of God’s kingdom in and
through our Synod. May the Holy
Spirit give us the vision and courage
to serve God faithfully and sincerely
wherever we l ive . H is wi l l be done.

A l f r e d J e n s e n .

5 0 . 0 0

5 0 . 0 0

4 5 7 . 0 0

2 0 . 0 0

9 4 . 6 7 t i

8 1 s t A n n u a l C o n v e n t i o n

American Evangelical
L u t h e r a n C h u r c h

Seatt le, Washington
August 12-17, 1958

T h e 8 1 s t a n n u a l c o n v e n t i o n o f t h e

American Evangelical Lutheran Church
w i l l b e h e l d i n S t . J o h n ’ s L u t h e r a n

C h u r c h , 5 5 1 5 P h i n n e y A v e n u e , S e a t t l e
3 , Wash ing ton , Augus t 12 -17 , upon
i n v i t a t i o n o f S t . J o h n ’ s L u t h e r a n
C h u r c h , S e a t t l e , W a s h . T h e b u s i n e s s
sessions, worship services and all meet¬
ings o f commi t t ees and g roups w i l l
take p lace in S t . John ’s church , i t s
audi tor ium, and other fac i l i t ies .

The opening service wil l take place
a t 8 p . m . , T u e s d a y , A u g u s t 1 2 .
T h e b u s i n e s s s e s s i o n s o f t h e c o n v e n ¬

t i o n w i l l b e g i n W e d n e s d a y, A u g u s t
13, at 9a. m. Sunday worship services
w i l l b e h e l d a t S t . J o h n ’ s c h u r c h a t
9 a . m . a n d 1 1 a . m . T h e c o n v e n t i o n
closing meeting will be at 7:30 p. m.
S u n d a y, A u g u s t 1 7 .

Al l congregations of the synod are
urged to send delegates to the conven¬
tion and all pastors _are expected to
attend. Registrat ion should be in the
h a n d s o f t h e c r e d e n t i a l s c o m m i t t e e o f
the convention not later than July 15.
All delegates must be certified by the
secretaries of their respective congre¬
g a t i o n s . ( N a m e a n d a d d r e s s o f t h e
chairman of the registration and cre¬
dentials committee appear in the invi¬
t a t i o n f r o m S t . J o h n ’ s L u t h e r a n
C h u r c h p r i n t e d b e l o w . )

T h e c o n v e n t i o n w i l l d e a l w i t h a l l
t h e b u s i n e s s s u b m i t t e d t o i t f o r a c t i o n
according to the ru les governing the
c o n v e n t i o n a n d f o u n d i n t h e s y n o d
by - laws as we l l as those govern ing
the institutions, missions, councils and
committees of the synod.

Al l repor ts to be presented to the
c o n v e n t i o n m u s t b e i n t h e h a n d s o f
the president of the synod by May 20
in order that they may be printed in
the Annual Report and distr ibuted to
t h e c o n g r e g a t i o n s a n d m i n i s t e r s f o r
t h e i r s t u d y a n d c o n s i d e r a t i o n i n d u e
t i m e b e f o r e t h e c o n v e n t i o n .

S p e c i a l a t t e n t i o n i s c a l l e d t o A r t i c l e
VIII, par. 5in the constitut ion accord¬
ing to which any member or congre¬
gation of the synod may submit topics
for discussion at the convention by
sending any such to the synod presi¬
dent for publication at least six weeks
prior to tlio convention. July 1st Is
t h e d e a d l i n e f o r p u b l i c a t i o n i n t h e

P e r i o d f r o m J a n . 1 t o M a r c h 3 1 ,
1 9 5 8

Our deepest appreciat ion for these
and previous gif ts.

Kindest greetings.

$2,469.51

Solvang Lutheran Horae
N i s P. P o r s , T r e a s u r e r . Apr i l 24 , 1958

1232 Pennsylvania Avenue,
Des Moines 16, Iowa.Coronet Describes Dr. Fry as

Top Protestant Leader
N e w Y o r k — ( N L C ) — D r . F r a n k l i n

C l a r k F r y, p r e s i d e n t o f t h e U n i t e d
Lutheran Church in Amer ica , i s de¬
s c r i b e d i n t h e J u n e i s s u e o f C o r o n e t

magazine as "the outstanding Protes¬
t a n t l e a d e r i n A m e r i c a . ’ ’

T h e C o r o n e t f e a t u r e o n D r . F r y,
wr i t ten by Wi l l iam Peters , descr ibes
■t he fi rs t Amer i can p res iden t o f t he
L u t h e r a n W o r l d F e d e r a t i o n a s “ M r .
L u t h e r a n .

W h e n D r. F r y b e c a m e t h e l e a d e r
o f 5 0 m i l l i o n o f t h e w o r l d ’ s 7 0 m i l l i o n
L u t h e r a n s , P e t e r w r i t e s , “ i t w a s n a t ¬
ural that he promptly be dubbed ‘Mr.
L u t h e r a n ’ .

B l i t Dr. Fry . . . refuses to take the
label seriously,” Peter says. He quotes
Dr. Fry as saying: “In its best sense I
am unworthy of it. In its worse sense,
the t i t le is unworthy of Lutheranism.

C O N V E N T I O N I N V I TAT I O N
S t . J o h n ’ s E v a n g e l i c a l L u t h e r a n

Congregation of Seattle, Washington,
takes pleasure in inviting the pastors .●
and delegates of our synod to the
81st Annual Convention of the Ameri¬
c a n E v a n g e l i c a l L u t h e r a n C h u r c h t o
be held August 12-17,1958, in St. John’s
Lutheran Church, 5515 Phinney Ave.,
Seattle, Washington.

Registration cards, maps of Seattle,
a n d i n f o r m a t i o n o f i n t e r e s t t o a l l w h o
plan to part ic ipate in the Convent ion
wi l l be mai led before May 10 to the
p a s t o r s a n d c o n g r e g a t i o n s o f t h e A m e r ¬
i c a n E v a n g e l i c a l L u t h e r a n C h u r c h .
Additional information may appear in
f u t u r e i s s u e s o f L U T H E R A N T I D ¬
I N G S .

The signed registration cards should
be in the hands o f the Reg is t ra t ion
a n d C r e d e n t i a l s C o m m i t t e e n o t l a t e r
than July 15. Those who desire special
services and accommodations, such as
daily care for young children, motels,
o r h o t e l s , a r e u r g e d t o s t a t e t h e i r
requests in letters accompanying their
completed registration cards and mail
t h e m t o :

Mr. Ear l Steber l , Chai rman
Registration and Credentials Com.
S t . J o h n ’ s L u t h e r a n C h u r c h
5515 Phinney Ave., Seattle 3, Wash.
The Congregation will do its best to

provide adequate housing for all pas¬
tors, delegates, and staff members who
register before July 15. We expect to
house the larger number of our guests
in private homes and some in the new
Lutheran Bible Institute dormitory not
f a r f r o m S t . J o h n ’ s C h u r c h .

The Seattle Congregation is looking
f o r w a r d w i t h g r e a t e x p e c t a t i o n s t o
this Convention, to fellowship with old
and new fr iends, and to the spir i tual
r iches and inspirat ion that th is event
w i l l o f f e r .

May the Liv ing Lord of the Church
continue to abide among us.

Ki iston JorgenNon, Presidont,
J e n s O . K j a e r , P a s t o r .
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